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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/23/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 41-46 have been added. 

3. Claims 6-8, 25-27 and 39-40 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3, 9-20, 22, 28-38, 41, 43, 44 and 46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Simonds et al. (US 2004/0093155 
hereinafter, Simonds) in view of Treyz et al. (US-6,526,335 hereinafter, Treyz). 
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Regarding claim 1, Simonds teaches a system for handling phone services, 
comprising: 

a computing device (Fig. 2 [30]) without an attached audio input and output 
device, the computing device comprising: 

at least one standalone operating state; (Page 3 [0038-0039]) 
a telecommunications interface for coupling to a mobile phone network 
(Page 4 [0041], Figs. 2 & 8 [46], Fig. 10 [174] and Page 9 [0074]), the 
telecommunications interface operable to receive data from the mobile phone network; 
(Page 4 [0041-0042] i.e. weather, traffic) and 

a computer without a telecommunications interface for coupling to a mobile 
phone network (Fig. 2 [51]), the computer having a network interface for coupling with 
the ignition switch interface of the computing device to receive data from the mobile 
phone network via the telecommunications interface at the computing device. (Page 12 
[0100] through Page 13 [0104]) Simonds differs from the claimed invention by not 
explicitly reciting the computing device has an ignition switch interface configured to 
connect to the ignition switch of an automobile. 

In an analogous art, Treyz teaches an automobile personal computer (analogous 
to computing device) that includes an ignition switch interface configured to connect to 
the ignition switch of an automobile. (Fig. 17 [356]) At the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
vehicle computer of Simonds after modifying it to incorporate the engine ignition 
interface of Treyz. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
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since the interface allows the user to remotely start the vehicle during times of inclement 
weather. 

Regarding claim 3, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the network interface for 
coupling with the computing device to receive data from the mobile phone network 
comprises a network interface for coupling with the computing device to send data to 
the mobile phone network. (Simonds Fig. 2 [46], Page 4 [0041] "any of the wireless 
devices may also operate as a host platform to execute applications and communicate 
data" and Page 12 [0102]) 

Regarding claim 9, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the network interface for 
coupling with the computing device comprises a personal area network interface. 
(Simonds Fig. 2 [46]) 

Regarding claim 10, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the network interface for 
coupling with the computing device comprises a local area network interface. (Simonds 
Fig. 2 [46]) 

Regarding claim 11, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the network interface for 
coupling with the computing device comprises a wide area network interface. (Simonds 
Fig. 2 [46]) 

Regarding claim 12, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches an audio input/output 
device external to the computing device (Simonds Fig. 2 [32], Page 1 [0004] and Page 3 
[0036]), but differs from the claimed invention by not explicitly reciting the audio 
input/output device is a headset. However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to implement the audio input/output device as a headset because 
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the close proximity of the microphone to the user's mouth can help eliminate electrical 
interface noise when positioned close to the engine. 

Regarding claim 13, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches an audio input/output 
device external to the computing device comprises a conference station. (Simonds Fig. 

2 [32], Page 1 [0004] and Page 3 [0036]) 

Regarding claim 14, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches a display coupled to the 
computing device. (Simonds Fig. 2 [12]) 

Regarding claim 15, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the display comprises a 
notification indicator. (Simonds Fig. 2 [12] and Page 3 [0035]) 

Regarding claim 16, Simonds in view of Treyz obviously teaches the notification 
indicator comprises a light. (Simonds Page 3 [0035] and Fig. 1 [Turn Signal Indicators 
& High Beam]) 

Regarding claim 17, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the display uses at least 
one member of the set comprising visual, audible and tactile representations. (Simonds 
Page 3 [0035]) 

Regarding claim 18, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches a button coupled to the 
computing device for providing input to operating the computing device. (Simonds Page 

3 [0035] and Fig. 1) 

Regarding claim 19, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the button comprises an 
application button dedicated for operating a particular application. (Simonds Fig. 1 and 
Page 3 [0035]) 
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Regarding claim 20, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches an authentication 
interface operably coupling an authentication host to the computing device. (Simonds 
Page 5 [0048] and Page 8 [007 1 ]) 

Regarding claim 22, the limitations of claim 22 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claims 28-38, the limitations of claims 28-38 are rejected as being the 
same reasons set forth above in claims 9-19. 

Regarding claims 41 and 44, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the ignition 
switch interface configured to connect to the ignition switch of an automobile comprises 
an automobile key. (Treyz Col. 24 lines 16-33) 

Regarding claims 43 and 46, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches teaches the 
ignition switch interface configured to connect to the ignition switch of an automobile 
facilitates at least one of power being supplied to the computing device, an antenna 
signal being received by the computing device, and audio being transmitted between 
the computing device and the computer. (Treyz Col. 23 line 66 through Col. 24 lines 6) 
6. Claims 2, 4, 5, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simonds in view of Treyz as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Grace et al. (US 2005/0262146 hereinafter, Grace). 

Regarding claim 2, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches the limitations of claim 1 
and that audio titles/information may be stored on the key fob and transmitted to the 
vehicle for customization (Simonds Page 12 [0101-0103], but differs from the claimed 
invention by not explicitly reciting receiving audio from the mobile phone network. 
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In an analogous art, Grace -teaches a system for wireless synchronization of 
multimedia content that includes receiving audio from the mobile phone network. (Page 
2 [0020-0021]) At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to implement the system of Simonds in view of Treyz after 
modifying it to incorporate the streaming audio of Grace. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this since enables the home entertainment system to 
be synchronized with the vehicle entertainment system, which is a common goal with 
inventions. (Grace Page 1 [0006] and Simonds Page 12 [0102]) 

Regarding claim 4, Simonds in view of Treyz and Grace teaches the network 
interface for coupling with the computing device to receive audio from the mobile phone 
network comprises a network interface for coupling with the computing device to send 
audio to the mobile phone network. (Grace [0006 & 0009]) 

Regarding claim 5, Simonds in view of Treyz and Grace obviously teaches 
wherein the telecommunications interface for coupling to a mobile phone network 
comprises a telecommunications interface for coupling to at least one of a Global 
System for Mobile Communications network, a Code Division Multiple Access network, 
a General Packet Radio Services network, or a Global System for Mobile 
Communications Internet Protocol network. (Grace Page 2 [0020]) 

Regarding claim 23, the limitations of claim 23 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 24, the limitations of claim 24 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 5. 
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7. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Simonds 
in view of Treyz as applied to claim 20 above, and further in view of Little et al. (US 
2004/0172531 hereinafter, Little). 

Regarding claim 21, Simonds in view of Treyz teaches an interface that's 
comprises USB connectivity and smart card functionality for the computing device 
(Treyz Col. 13 lines 3-11 and 58-66), but differs from the claimed invention by not 
explicitly reciting the authentication interface comprises USB connectivity and smart 
card functionality for the computing device. 

In an analogous art, Little teaches an authentication interface that uses a smart 
card or USB device for the authentication interface. (Page 3 [0036]) At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
implement the system of Simonds in view of Treyz after modifying it to incorporate the 
authentication interface of Little. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this since it allows the user to be verified electronically and can also 
securely protect the user profile information. (Little Page 3 [0035-0036]) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 42 and 45 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

• US-5.499,181 to Smith regarding inputting information into a vehicle. 

• US-6,369,717 to Damiani et al. regarding a vehicle user interface. 

• US-7,006,914 to Cahoon regarding a automobile ignition system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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